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TEports of @ viet rinh decision and plen to attaclﬂimnh

es between 15 and 20 March,.

8 con tmop movenments and
CIA has received indeperdemtly, but

original source, similar detalls of an alleged Viet

Minh plan to lmmeh a major attack betwaen 15 and 20 Mareh, In the psat

several wecks, CIA has alsc received mumerous less specific reports from

sources of un!mom reliability to thc effect that a Viet Minh offensive

is expeoted “soon",

Although these reports eannot be considered conclusive, it is Iogieal
that the Viet Minh will attempt amother attack in Tonkin before the May
monsoons and beforc the French position ean be strengthened by the arrival -
and integration of French reinforcements and additional US ejquipment., An ‘
early attack, howcver, would depend on the state of Viet Minh military pre-
parations, Viet Minh strength has increased in Tonkin by some 20,000 and -
the current disposition of Viet Minh forses would permit the attacko which ape -
pear to be plamned with little sdditional movament of troopas. It would appea.r,
ﬂlerofore that the governing faotor in the timing of a Viet Xinh-

tack will be tho exbent $o which the Viet Minh Nas overeome, throught
Gh:lneso assistance, shortages in essential equipment, partictnarly artil-
lery, Field reports are in eonfliet on the extent of actual delivery of
equipment, but feels certain,
at delivery of ’
h operations eannot besin deforc 25 Mnrch.

As has been tho case for over a year, fleld reports contimie to state
the intervention of Chinese forces is imminent, Somc weight has been added te
such a posslbility by which accepts tho presence of
30,000 Chinese C o o CIA has also received a report
fron en untested soures with ehimed acoass to the Viet Minh Command atating
that an all=out Viet Minh attack in Tonkin in early Mareh will be supported
by 20,000 Chinese Comrmmnist regulers now in Tonkin and by naval end elr units
based on Hainan, Numerous other reports do not mention participation of
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regular Chirese forees but state Peiping has agreed to organize and arm volune
teor mnits to ald Viet Minh troops. One such report states that Peiping has
ordered the assembling and arming of six regiments near the Indoohina border
by the end of February for the "Anti-French and Indlochinese Volunteer Gorpe.”

|does not acespt the presence of any Giinese Comunist

with some suceess (possible maning if 1t ata not clrav strong US reastion), they
might then follow through with full-seale participestion, At the same time,
hovever, CIA has received reports stating the Chinege t will not aectively
pu'h'.lcipete Af US troops do not intervene, mﬁ Indochina claims
that Viet !Minh and Chinesc Comrmnist repreosentatives have agreed that Chinese
Conmmumist forces will not invede Indoshina "for the pre'sent."

hopes of repulsing the Viet Mnh attack vith the forces now
avall and believed there is even the possibility of so mauling
the Viet at they would be umable to lamnch another full-soale asttaek
in Tonkin without the aid of Chinese Commrist troops.




